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one But Not For | In past issues of Crimpville 
goiten Comments, we have written about 
Union Station in Providence, 
South Station in Boston and stories about the railroads in general. This 
issue will feature Union Station in Worcester and the history of railroads 
in Bellingham. You perhaps have noticed that Providence, Boston and Worc- 
ester constitute the Golden Triangle of which Bellingham is at the center, 
However, as far as the railroads are concerned, the triangle is far from 
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The old waiting room at Union Station. 
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golden. 


Union Station in Worcester 
is still standing at this 
writing but as the pic- 
tures show, it is far 

from the elegance it once 
knew. The platform where 
the passengers get off or 
embark is littered with 
glass from broken windows 
and whiskey bottles, an 
obsenity is scrawled on 
the doors in large letters 
and signs indicating the 
baggage and waiting rooms 
point to doors long since 
boarded up. Union Station 
is a large white, stone 
building with stone slabs 
in front of three main 
doors which are also 
boarded up. In the 1940's 
the ticket office in this 
station employed 23 people 
just selling tickets and 
making reservations while 
the baggage room employed 
150 people. 


No doubt the present story 
of the railroads is de- 

pressing and much the same 
story is true all over the 
country, but enough of the 
tarnisned gcelden triangle. 
Let's get back to Belling- 
harm, the center of it all. 


The Norfolk County Rail- aie 

road was the first rail- as wont tas. - 

road in Bellingham and it U -f S e 

was created to split the 0) tat @) 

wedge-shaped area between ni n ; n 

Boston and Worcester which 

ran through Framingham and the Boston and Providence which later became 
the Shore Line route of the New Haven. The Norfolk County Railroad ran 
from Boston, past Dedham, Walpole, Franklin and Bellingham to Blackstone. 
This is the line which later became the route of the famous Ghost Train 
and this ran through the South sector of Bellingham. Tracks have been 
recently removed on this route, 

The first train, on May 18, 189, was greeted with joy and salvos of art- 
illery from the villages en route, and at Blackstone, the celebrants were 
greeted by Welcome Farnum, Esq., who had provided a handsome dinner at the 
Blackstone House, after which they returned to Dedham and another snack. 


A few miles to the north, two smaller railroads, the Charles River Branch 


ana Charles River Railroad came intc being. ‘Ihe original purpose of the 


Charles River Branch, opened in 165¢, was the hauling of stone and gravel 
beom the hills in Needham to fill the marshlands of Boston; also to carry 


ice from two large ponds in Newton. As a sideline, it did a commuter busi- 
ness, but its passengers conplained of being sidetracked for gravel trains! 
In addition to that, those who livea along the right-of-way complained for 
years of being kept awake at night by forty-car trains clattering past, 1 


or 
they rushed by at the rate of one every forty-five minutes through the whole 
heey tOUr hours. Yet the directors of the Gharles River Railroad, which 
continued the line on to the newly developed mill village of Woonsocket, 


boasted if its passing through a country vossessing 
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every variety of scen- 
ery. 12 S4 ey ec Le. 
plain, with an 
sf ent soil anda eve 
cal advantage and 
venience which makes a 
Country residence’ ce- 
Sao aL. “OT 
course included Bell- 
ingham and was the line 
that ran through the 
North sector of Bell- 
ingham including the 
Wethersfield area and 
through what was later 
to become Bellingham 
Junction. Sections of 
this old roadbed can 
still be seen and a 
poMmbbon off aon Bel 
ingham is used for a 
prawel pip erosd, 


This week witnessed the passing of another railroad landmark when the Cary- a ; , 

ville station became a pile of rubble, History tells us that Caryville village was By, this time, the 1it- 
named for William H. Cary, an industrialist of Medway. He operated textile mills tle Norfolk County Rail- 
in Medway, Franklin and Bellingham in the 1850's. At one time there was some road had fallen in the 
thought of naming the station “Cary’s Mills” but Caryville was finally decided hands of promoters witn 
upon when the railroad came through in 1862. 

Elijah Baron Stowe, a noted musician and choir director kept store in the depot for 
many years and was station agent and postmaster for almost 50 years. He built the © OINe tne Boston & New 
house across the tracks from the old depot (pictured) in 1877 for his residence near York Central. During 
ob D5: Ha ty ie this period of about 
ee ee : m twelve years it became 
<nown by different 
names, starting with 
DAew Nene. Ole DOS c Ones 
New York Central, the 
later witn Midland 
Railroad, Midland Land 
; Damaze Company, Soutn- 
ern Midland Railroad, 
and eventually, the 
Boston, HartLord and 

; Erie. However, this 


large aims and had be- 


AY LEFT, THIS APPEARED 
IN THE CALL IN MARCH 
OF 1964. COURTESY OF 
CLARA MACY. 


line fell into bankruptcy, 
a new corporation was or- 
ganized and the Norfolk 
County Railroad now became 
the much larger New York 

& New England Railroad. 
This came about in July of 
1875. In 1876, the company 
began using the Maltese 
Cross trade-mark for an 
emblem, but railroad men 
shook their heads at this 
and said that no company 
that ever used that emblem 
had any luck, which proved 
to be true in later years. 
At this time, the railroad 
was running trains named 
the Washington Night Ex- 
press, the Philadelphia, 
and the Centennial Day Ex- 
press;aall lromecostone via 
Hartford to Washington and 
Philadelphia and going the 
South Bellingham route. 


The SOUTH MILFORD DEPOT on Hartford Avenue. 


In. L683; oCharies/-i.Glerks 

one of the shrewdest of New England railroad men became president of the 
New York and New England Railroad. He struck out upon one adventure which 
gave the railroad (the former Norfolk County) much publicity. In 188) he 
launched a new fast train, the New England Limited-later known by a much 
more famous name-between New York and Boston, using for the first time the 
Air Line (New Haven's Willimantic and New Haven. ) 


The New ingland Limited was an evening train, leaving New York and Boston 
simultaneously at 3:00 P.M., and stopping only at Bridgeport, New Haven, 
Middletown and Willimantic, and making the run in six hours flat. The 
. “road was very up- -to-date 
in that the engines scoop- 


ING water from track pans near 
p ¢ cRos Putnum without stopping 
ayo ) which was a new idea at that 
e time. 


ul But in 1887, there came a 
* complete turnover. Nine 


PICTURE AT LEFT IS THE 

~ em BELLINGHAM JUNCTION DEPOT 
MavITH TRAINS TO BOSTON, 

PASCOAG, FRANKLIN, MILFORD 

AND ASHLAND. TORN DOWN IN 

Be HE MIDDLE 1930's. 
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The Boston and Albany Station in Holliston. Station Agent there was the 
late Mr. Garvin. His son Wayne is a resident of Bellingham and resides 
on North Main Street. 


New Yorkers: and only three Bostonians were chosen to the Board of Direc- 
tors. Clark was replaced and he became president of the New Haven, which 
spelled bad luck for the New York & New England, The new management thrust 
out wildly in all directions trying to find new support for the New England 
but the decline began at that moment. The New Haven had spies to watch 

the trains of the New England to see how they were prospering and the men 
of the New England were aware of this. In a desperate effort to give the 
appearance of prosperity, the New England had cars on the trains with 
stuffed dummies at every window trying to give the impression that the 
train was filled with passengers. 


In 1891, another straw was grasped at-this an adventure in publicity. The 
New England Limited, mentioned earlier in this story, and still using the 
New Haven track from Willimantic to New Haven, was painted all white with 
gilt pees te from stem to stern with the papepe ven of the engine, and 

1 became the White Train, 
later known as the 
~ Ghost Train. 


Engine used on the 
30ston-Bellingham 
Junction Line, known 
locally as the Skunk 
Hollow Express. 


DO YOU REMEMBER? 


It is difficult, even for old-timers, to remember what Bellingham looked 
like just a few years ago. Past issues of Crimpville Comments have shown 
>” Yea PO a . some of these changes 
\ . and in this and aie 
ture issues we will 
show other changes 
whieh have taken 
place. 


“The house pictured on 
this vage was known 
fas Pinewood Farm. Lt 
was located on North 
4 Main Street where the 
Circle CG Ranch now 
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Pinewood Farm was 
built sometime be- 
tween 1893 and 1901. 
It was owned at that 
time by Ethel R. Bur- 
nett but in 19a 
became the property 


View of Pinewood Farm when it was first built of the Grace Episco- 
and before it was remodeled. pal Church of “Prova 
dence. It was used 


mainly by the members of the Church for summer outings and vacations. This 
farm was one of many in those days that had a windmill on it to pump water. 
It was later remodeled, but in 1921, this beautiful house was destroyed by 
Pires, 


The story is told that a garbage collector had 
quite a surprise one day when the Choir Boys 
of the Church came out to Pinewood for a sum- 
mer vacation. While picking up the garbage, 
he found a lot of pineapples that appeared to 
be good, - Inquiry -révealea that “a miscimevous 
boy had slipped ina piece of soap that look- 
ed like pineapple into each serving and ruin- 
ed the dessert. 


There are residents of Bellingham that still 
remember these boys and the wonderful manner 
in which they sang. They were very obliging 
and would sing whenever they were asked. 
Their appearance here in Bellingham was most 
welcome each summer as they were very well 
behaved and never caused any trouble with the 
residents of the area. 


Some of the Choir Boys 
It is possible that some of these boys are in the "Crow's Nest" of 
still living today although they would now Pinewood Farm. 


be quite old. 


Our thanks to the 
Moore Family for sup- 
plying the pictures 
of Pinewood Farm. 


Another fine old 
house, this one still 
standing, is the home 
of the late Ashael 
Mann in the south 
section of Belling- 
ham on South Main 
Street. 


This house was built 
prior to 1830 and up 
to OGG, it was the 


is 


only house between ve Shan J 

the railroad bridge a aati ue — “4 ne 

near Elm Street and Pinewood Farm after it was remodeled. It burn- 
Crook's Corner. ed to the ground in 19el. 


In the picture of the Mann house at the bottom of the page is a view look- 
ing north towards the railroad, and was taken when South Main Street was 
just a dirt road, which can readily be seen in the picture. 


The little cart-road on the left side of the picture and almost directly 
across from the Mann house is the present-day Mann Street. It no doubt was 
named after Ashael HEEB who later owned a house on the corner of Mann 
Street and South Main 
Street. This area is now 
densely populated, 


We are indebted to Mrs. 
Waldo: Cook, for this fine 
Dacuure: 


Still another example of 
Bellingham's fine old 
houses, this one also is 
Slt scent ne- Lae oune 
one shown on the next 
page. 


Yhis is the Pelatiah 

Smith "Mansion House" on 
what used to be Rawson's 
Farm with Stall Brook 
BLOWIN enearsoy. 2 LL was 
used as a tavern and re- 
mained in the Smith Fam- 
ily until 1892. The orig- 
inal burned on some un- 
The Ashael Mann house in South Bellingham. known date and indications 
| are that the beams on the 
west end of the house are 


part of the original house. 
The Stage Coach before arr- 
iving or leaving the Tavern 
would ford Stall Brook to 
allow the wheel spokes to 
absorb the water which would 
expand them after drying out 
from travel over hot, dusty 
roads. The picture on the 
right shows the Tavern as it 
looked in 1900, This was 
taken from a glass negative 
and supplied to us through 
the courtesy of Francis 
Donovan of Medway. The Ben- 
jamin Franklin Mileage Stone 
Marker is now preserved in 
front of this house through 
the efforts of Mrs. Celia 
Breen, 


The next house of interest is iz : Retna , 
that of the Nathaniel Weath- The Pelatiah Smith Mansion House 
by place on the corner of 

North Main and Taunton Streets. Built sometime around 1702, it is believed 
to be one of the oldest houses still standing in Bellingham. The corner of 
North Main and Taunton Streets was for years known as Weatherby Corner. 

Not too much is known about Weatherby except that he was one of the original 
petitioners for the Bellingham Charter and that he disappeared from Belling-= 
ham shortly afterward. An old picture of the house, supplied by the Moore 
Family, is shown at: the bottom of this page. Although some changes have 
been made to the house over the years, it remains much in the original con- 
dition. It is now the 72 
North Main Street home of 
Wayne and Clara Garvin. 


Another contender for the 
oldest house in Bellingham 
is that of the Donald Par- 
tington home at 2li Hartford 
Avenue. This was known as 
the Scammel House and was 
built between 1701 and 1703 
We are certain that it was 
built no later than 1703. 


At 69 North Main Street, 
directly across from the 
Garvin home is another old 
house now owned by Russell 3 
and Mary Nelson. This is a +a a act 
believed to have been built “3 antes ee 
in 1706. There is a brick in - Spree |: 
the fireplace in the lower RR ate 

part of this house which has (a aa ms 

the date, 1706 on it. We oe 
will have pictures of this The Nathaniel Weatherby House. 
house in future issues. 
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